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Quest to Conquer
the Top 100 Courses in the US

When people 1ee our magatine, the first thing they oxsame is thet it it @ mogatine dediceted to travel
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@ dertinotion. In each e we will ahio be talking obout prople who have made some extroondinary
pervonsl journeys. This month’s feotere intervicw it one of those sch journeyi
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wihd jurst planred his 1000tk different courve. They koved bia story ond mentioned thet | might wont to tol to
Mfrumlwhnnmtﬂﬂunl-rphﬂwlrwunfﬁqﬁqmtumnﬁﬂfm;mtmmacumm
the United Stotes. | tedd them | would love to sprok with him, ond o few month loter,
a week ofter be played his fesal cowrse, we Chotied

Gt Jw: I vrstdrstarid VTR
ust fnlsbed plaving the T ¢ 100
me Doria: Yo, | lnlehed on Julv
(b, The kst course | played happenod
pumdser 100 coumes on the i
Atlantic (G

ti e By

G‘J: “ Ill'.' did you decide :..1'-;,; e
going to try to play e Top 1007
LB: Mine
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wiile el |
i playing
Pebble Boach
anil while |
was walking
up the 181k
fairway, which
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consider the
groaiest flndshing hole o golf, | started
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bero and the walk they had. | febi Like |
was walking up the 182h during the US
Upon. Somethlng come aver me ten
as=d 1 thoughs o mveell that | wanted 1o

iry o i'1'.:" Lhat T P i HL

O: Rfoat wives don'l & bt Ahual (helr
husbarndy |:‘=-'I..||'|. a round of polf o6 & Sonday
Your wifa was supportive of this?

LB: Actually ske was tha o o b
introducod me (o the game twelve yoan
ap. She i a fkght attendani, which
really masde it posalble for me Lo Iravel
all over the country. She played 26 of
the courses with e,
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with this {dea DNd you really think that
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LB: i actually thoughi it would be
prediy eany.

2 Vm assuemsing that, slmce I8 took
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LB: Mo, it wasn'l Thers were actu il
timves ovor e yoars That | was AN E ]
onsldering giving up the pams &
fogaithor. You know the lfeeling vou gei
when you are plaving bed and vou just

et firesd of i all
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GJ: Thern are around 25 private coursos
in the Top 100, How hard were they o
Bt anl

LE: Wall, Augusta MNatbonal was defi
nitely ihe hardect Tl aro anly a Bew
amleers iy hoesetown of Mirsaapolia
Cma happened to work is my building

| would maoset him in the bathroam
[which was in
bstwoen o
ik r-r\.:l pl'r:l

Bl LD up a
CofvErsating
letting him
hrow hoewr |
was dolifg an
my quest. (i
ool o tluroe
Yol Eo pazre-
s a friendahip with hilm. Thea one
day while | was in the airport in Utak
heading out on a vecation, | got s call
saying that someons just backed ot of
the foursome they had st Aupuds and

Lawry Bavls 58 810, Pse Valley = Ootobeir O 1908

wanlodd to ko i | wanted 1o A1 in
Thesy mabd if [ eomald make i the Follow
img day, [ was in, | flew home that days
and flew to Augusta the next day and
arrived thal might. When | arrivead |
callor] Aispusta National. They hnow me
and oven sonl & car o i-.li e ! |
actually got 1o sew the Crow's MNest whemn
I aimalewurs stay, i 43 Minulo 10
thee Masters” Champion's Room and
Vel B Ii i ] ks icder Lha |':|".-:l.'.:'||'|'| i

Calsin. [t was definitely & theill®

QF: That's a great story. How did you
B vomar way beio ihe obles 02

LB: Actually | endel up playing 117
oo thal were on (he corment [

Ll '-||-||;_:|| il lh® nine yoar Sodrad iiew
Coiruos were schiled and soqe di 1-,'.-11
afl | nctually il|.|l.ll-|‘. i T, B :'“IH".-:
Hazadon Duamnes aad Whistling Strakzkes,
biafosrn they wern even oo thin |
Homest v, wiithoul e-mall | woald have
naever godien it done. Wihena | liest slarted
| would semd ot lefles Ve DO iE 6
whils 1o "r1|-||-l.'a 1 Lr.- w had comuras IR
O B [ p'.-.' i lusd hq-i'l_:-_ul mee In the
jaast 1 gl jparedty limri] berwaine F.-“I:-'a-
wens dlways moving and 1 dida’t have
forwarding
add v L
o-mad ] camn
intey Vo, |
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With o messsge
sEning these are
el foaar o fve
roaersog | wins

t play

and, inevitably, | would get an o-mail
back from someones wA Y INE Ehoy Lrow

siminee W o could ol me on
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matter what vou did, vou just couldnt
get on?

LB: There wos only ong coupss
[Sanctuary in Colorads) that no ona
knsw o mamber. The problem was (st
I|'|l.'!I'E“ e l:m]} (RETES] |n|:n1|'.\r'7:.' vae RiEE
owanr and his wilo who are the co
founders of REAIAK, and they don't
il |H|:'l|-l|: ||].|_-.-| ']'|t-'_-. lialil & dozisn
or =0 charity evenls a year and that's
nkast 11, !-ll:ll.l-l!l:l.' E:-|r.'|l|| the cimer= in
the “Colorado State ]IE|::|11.'|.'31,' Patral
Hopoyolont Charily Event,” It happoned
to be & date that worked and was the
livsisd X penaive. To this day | lisve no
idea what thea ||.:|:ir:|.' dioeas!

G | guess you have gotten on & few
courses wilhh some intorosting (rkcks,
Any stick out o your mind?

LB: | wos going to be ln Colwmlas, Ohio,

and neaded 10 get on the four courses
nanr thore that wors Lo Hhe Top 1040, 1°m
in the concerl promoting business and
Simlacl was plaving ln Columbus [ semt
a letter cut bo the four courses and said
| wimaled trado Sinbnd concert Hekels loe
& chance io get on their course.
SMuirfiold wos the only

courss [hat n':i:-lir.r|,

Gud: How did you meet our cover story
from last manth, Amold Palmer's dan-
tigl, Or Ffr\-wn;fl:l.' Gilaa?

LB: Since ['m in the music business,
I vras asked by a friond 10 socuro somo
tickets o a Broadway show. [ got the
tickets and they happenod to be for
Arnold Palmer's wife, Winode, and her
granadchildron, D, Giles Tound out
gbout my quest and helped me get on
both Laured Yalley and Wilmingion
Country Club, We aven gol 1o meet Mr.
Palmer's sister wlig we wern ol Lauinrel
Valley. The staff ware really nice to us
The pro actunlly fook ws ot to dinoe
the night before and even siopped by a
frw timos whon wo wern on the courss
to see how wa wers enjoving
alrselvos

QuJ: One of your friends, Joff
My, who told me ohout VOHLF
fiaat, owns a private plans. I'm
suire tal helpod in your quest.
LB: T met Fall slsoul .
thirds of the way through my
jonermy, A laal el
tnvited me to y with them 1o
a noighboring =late whan their
fourth dropped out. Soon | started plan-
ning manthly = with them. | askod
Fellif he wanted tv come along on a few
tripag. [ think he plaved o dozon or a0
courses with ma. When [ wouald fly with
Taff in his plane it was nice becnase wo
could play three courses in three days,
IF [ haad to ddo W Mving commonzinl, tho
same trip would take five or six days. It
wiah Mao nice o ko ablo to play with o
fricnad. On ninety percent of the courses,
I played by mysolf,

G What was

viour lavorite

Larry's Trivia oourse?

Gu: You probiably got to Foworites - Top 10 LB: It's hard 1o
miret @ fow Inteesting ;';:E:‘_';“"‘ pick & fivoriin,
people whils on your e Hurion but Mericn hap-
HEL LT "":Ln:;r“gm- pPens ko b gsmiy e3l
LB: ['ve mat t r Victnris H:;Tnu'“ my favorites. One

Rt Lajared Valloy romanm Bn et 1
thiree paopls whio weill ba Sanctuary e
riend i . Aupuea Matisnal shot my be
ligl): i & day 3,
riends until the day 1 di Mu Villags T T

Alor awhile 1L became
e abiat :nr::-.‘i*.-:g rh:‘ﬂpl!‘l
and making Iriends (hamn
playing the courses. One
guy whe 'd pnoves mst
before and was =ot up o

play Oank Hill with sciually insisted on
mar staying at his house It's unboliovable
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Hardicogs « 1§ was ms bow ana 1]
thruwghiwst be jonrmsy
Ponay spant
the Top 100 - 20,000,008

Moat memarabla 24 howrs -

Timee spent ar Augusta

the kind of prople you can mes!

the Top 100. The
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bercausa of all the
trndition here ot
Merion [t's &
shame thore will

never be a Major there ever again
baecnuse of the lack of lenglh

Gud: I'm sure vou have saon somme
beautiful scenery. Any favorites?

LB Viclora Nationn] naor Evinsvilln,
Indiana, was one of the most beautiful
courses "ve ovor pliyesd, 10 on the aitle
of an old coal sirip mins, and if vou've
o ey lancl that vwena abrd e nod,
you would never imagine a course
doveloging. The land wis sbandonod
for over 30 vears and was left with huge
ravines, deop lokes, cliffs and huge
strips of land 20-50 vards wide that
ware dupg up during the mining, Tom
Fezio came in and used the land that
wig stripped to make dvors, and olevi-
tion changes thot run throughout the
course. [be amazing

Morgan Clawson at Shir

Gl Hardest coursa?

LB: Tha hardost coiese | jalaaicl was
Oakmaont Country Club in Oakmaont,
Panneyivania, | aliat 101 thaee .., e
wirst oul of all the other courses |
played. Tho groons wame rock hard and
fast. The bunkers were some of the
hardast I've somn, Tho grossside biankos
Wera .=|'-iI|II!l1 like the Niks awoosh, and
thair rough was the thickesl I've playvocd,

G.): 5o, what's next?

LB: Well, 1 have no desire to tackle
the World 100! 1 think 171 just kaop cur-
rent with the naxt Top 100. They vobe
awery two yeazs nd nneh viaar 4-H naowy
courses pol added

Gld: It was nice speaking with you. If
vou come oul to our ans, give ma a call
and wi'll |_I|-'l:.' Bulle Rock in Maryland,
which might have a ehancno to hit the
Tiwp 1040 in Ahe years o come.

LB: 'vo heasil of thal eourse. I'd love
fo. And it vouw pat to Minllt::||u|'.:'::. Eive
e o call,

Authioary MNote: After speaking wilh Lasry. IT'm

I 111 Y gruesd bo |.l|al- ihis bop T v playad

Iiser coumses mo G, nnd after 25 viaes al jebenving.
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